Awards Speech Notes February 2014
Special Marathon Award

We have many experienced marathon runners in our club, and tonight we wish to honour one of the most prolific.  Jagjit Singh Batth is committed to encouraging young and upcoming sportspeople to fulfil themselves through sport.  He is also a dedicated runner for charities, and attracts sponsorship for BAAC’s own British Heart Foundation and White Lodge causes.  He provides physical support for our own events, including the Concorde 5mile, and in between times he has run over 100 marathons on 7 continents, including Antarctica.
He will be running in London on April 13th as part of the BAAC team, and we wish him well.  

Our special marathon award goes to Jagjit.
Chairman’s Award

The club prides itself on being able to communicate to its members in a clear and interesting way.  Over the past two years, our comms have moved on leaps and bounds, with the introduction of the BARunner website and the weekly news digest, provided in digital and paper forms.  The driving force behind this change has spent many hours campaigning for more information, more photos and more clarity, while slaving over a hot keyboard.  He has revolutionised our methods of communicating with each other.
The Chairman’s Award goes to Roderick Hoffman
Tom Mitchell Trophy

This award is presented by BA Clubs to the top sportsman amongst its thousands of members.  As many of you know, in 2013 our parent club decided in its wisdom to give the trophy to a hugely successful runner.  He dominated the Reading parkrun in 2012, and went on to break three hours in the London Marathon in 2013 – very good for age.  He regularly represents BAAC on road, track and cross country, and this year he will take on his greatest challenge yet, aiming to set up a bank account for the club.
Our winner of the BA Clubs Tom Mitchell trophy is Chris Kelly.

Alamo Trophy

A much debated award this year.  The committee eventually decided to give this trophy to the runner who attracted significant support for the team in South Africa, while completing a great run to ensure we won the 5K Masters trophy.
The Alamo trophy is awarded to Richard Ruffell
Brian Forrester 10K Trophy

10K remains a competitive and popular distance with our members.  It is the bedrock of the WARR event, thankfully restored to greater success this year.  

Our winner of the Brian Forrester 10K trophy once again showed that, despite being the inexperienced junior in the club, he has great potential. 
He was another significant winner at WARR in South Africa, being part of the winning 5K and 10K Masters teams, first master in the 5K and most importantly:  overall winner of the 10K.
This year, the award goes to Paul Knechtl.
Round The Block Trophy

This trophy can be captured by devising, marshalling and taking part in BA events throughout the year.  The more you compete, plan or marshal, the more points you earn.

To win this trophy once shows determination and huge commitment to BAAC.  To come back and win it in successive years shows that this runner is prepared to go above and beyond the call of duty.  He is prepared to glide five miles around Heston, or deal poker hands, or prune the Concorde 5 mile course, or devise seasonal names for our Parkway Mile relay teams, or carry the flag for us at Rosenheim sprint events.  We would be a poorer club without him. 
This year’s winner of the Round The Block trophy is Steve Newell.  
Men’s Track and Field Grand Prix
This award is collected by the athlete who has shown the greatest all round ability at a wide range of events.  Our winner competed strongly in the Rosenheim League and our new campaign, the Vets League.  He was a regular throughout the summer, running outstanding times over 800m, 1500m and 3000m.    He won the most Grand Prix events, not only on the track, but also triumphing in his new speciality, the Triple Jump.  We hope he can fit Pole Vault training into his Marathon preparations.  
The Men’s Track & Field Award goes to Gary Rushmer.

Men’s Cross Country Trophy

This trophy is presented to the man who had most success last year with our cross country team.  After a lean couple of years, the team has returned to competitiveness, and it has been boosted the performances of this trophy winner.  
The calculation of the award winner takes account of age, appearances and placings, with this year’s result being close yet again.  
PK, Captain Gary and brother Graham pushed him hard, but they couldn’t catch the pixie.  
Once again, our top male cross country runner is John Taylor.

Ladies Cross Country Trophy
We saw another year of great team effort and team spirit amongst the girls, inspired by good support from Tom Rowley.  As ever, there was a close early battle to take this award, but it was settled by the determination and will to win on one lady.
Despite strong challenges from Helen and Mel, the ladies cross country champion is Marion Woodhouse
Most Improved Athlete
This is the award that nobody wants to win.  It is a promise of injury or obscurity for the coming year – although Simon Turton appears to have been the exception during 2013! 
This year was all about less kilos meaning less minutes.  Following a diet sometimes mentioned by one of our members, and a determination to see the world via parkrun, our winner cut his typical 5K time from 30 minutes to 25.  He also reduced his average 5 mile time from 49 minutes to 40.  

Two stones lighter, he is now a shadow of his former self, but our most improved athlete is Roderick Hoffman.

Female Athlete of the Year

This year’s winner had is a constant presence in the ladies cross country team, and was a regular competitor at our in-house events and Runs of the Month.  She has returned to show the man a clean pair of heels in the five mile handicap, and usually completes the course without taking a detour.  Our winner has taken on the role of vice captain of the ladies team this year with great energy, helping Clara to lead the team to another fine season.
Our winner this year is Helen Smith
Male Athlete of the Year

Regular attendance at our Track and Field events and establishing the club in the London Vets League by being undefeated in the hammer competitions over two matches.
This year’s winner is Steve Hillier  
Veteran’s trophy

This trophy was presented to the club by Malcolm Field, and this year’s winner fits into the category of being older than Malcolm.

Our winner has come back from a difficult period to show his determination to run well, despite everything that has been thrown at him.  He is the epitomy of a “Greeter”, someone who will welcome a new person into this club with an encouraging word, a big smile and some good advice.  
With his running going from strength to strength, there was only one possible candidate for this award.  

This year’s veteran’s award goes to John Coffey
-----End-----

